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The number of works dealing with old
English furniture has grown rapidly during
the last ten years. Not only has the subject
been broadly treated from the historic or
from the collectors point of view, but
latterly everything has been scientifically
reduced into departments of knowledge,
and individual periods have received
detailed treatment at the hands of
specialists. Museums and well-known
collections, noblemens seats and country
houses have furnished photographs of the
finest examples, and these, now
well-known, pieces have appeared again
and again as illustrations to volumes by
various hands. It is obviously essential in
the study of the history and evolution of
furniture-making in this country that
superlative specimens be selected as ideal
types for the student of design or for the
collector, but such pieces must always be
beyond the means of the average collector.
The present volume has been written for
that large class of collectors, who, while
appreciating the beauty and the subtlety of
great masterpieces of English furniture,
have not long enough purses to pay the
prices such examples bring after fierce
competition in the auction-room. The field
of minor work affords peculiar pleasure
and demands especial study. The character
of the cottage and farmhouse furniture is as
sturdy and independent as that of the
persons for whom it was made. For three
centuries unknown cabinet-makers in
towns and in villages produced work
unaffected by any foreign influences.
Linen-chests, bacon-cupboards,
Bible-boxes, gate tables, and other tables,
dressers, and chairs possess particular
styles of treatment in different districts.
The eighteenth-century cabinet-makers
scattered up and down the three kingdoms
and in America found in Chippendales
Director a design-book which stimulated
them to produce furniture of compelling
interest to the collector. The examples of
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such work illustrated in this volume have
been taken from a wide area and are such
as may come under the hand of the diligent
collector in various parts of the country. In
view of the increased love of collecting
homely furniture suitable for modern use, it
is my hope that this book may find a ready
welcome, especially nowadays, when so
many of the picturesque architectural
details of old homesteads are being
reproduced in the garden suburbs of great
cities. It is possible that the authorities of
local museums may find in this class of
furniture a field for special research, as
undoubtedly specimens of local work
should be secured for permanent exhibition
before they are dispersed far and wide and
their identity with particular districts lost
for ever. 	CONTENTS INTRODUCTORY
NOTE The minor collector, The originality
of the village cabinet-maker, His freedom
from foreign influences, The traditional
character of his work, Difficult to establish
dates to cottage and farmhouse furniture,
Oak the chief wood employed, Beech, elm,
and ash used in lieu of mahogany and
satinwood, Village craftsmanship not
debased by early-Victorian art, Its
obliteration in the age of factory-made
furniture, The conservation of old
farmhouses with their furniture in Sweden
and in Denmark, The need for the
preservation and exhibition of old cottages
and farmhouses in Great Britain.
SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY STYLES
Typical Jacobean furniture, Solidity of
English joiners work, Oak general in its
use, The oak forests of England, Sturdy
independence of country furniture, Chests
of drawers, The slow assimilation of
foreign styles, The changing habits of the
people. THE GATE-LEG TABLE Its early
form, Transitional and experimental stages,
Its establishment as a permanent popular
type, The gate-leg table in the Jacobean
period, Walnut and mahogany varieties
THE FARMHOUSE DRESSER THE
BIBLE-BOX, THE CRADLE, THE
SPINNING-WHEEL, AND THE
BACON-CUPBOARD
EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY STYLES THE
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EVOLUTION OF THE CHAIR THE
WINDSOR CHAIR LOCAL TYPES
MISCELLANEOUS IRONWORK, ETC.
OLD ENGLISH CHINTZES. (By Hugh
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